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5. The foregoing therefore starts with fact
of the value of recce, establshes the question of Tegality
and concludes that national policy must, for the time being,
protect the option of continuing recce as a covert activity.
A conclusion can now be supported that "confrontation" is
undesirable. So, the heart of the problem is how to conduct
earth resources without raising the possibility of confronta-
tion. An immediate answer is, Carefully. Any policy must
involve very careful, deliberate steps by NASA which are
checked and reviewed continuously. Mechanisms involving DOD
or DCI must exist and be enforced rigorously. Current policy
seems to be that open activities are all right if it can be
demonstrated that the photography is not of military signifi-
cance. So far, whether there is danger or not, the NASA pro-
gram has not raised sovereignty questions, so it is reasonable
to presume the policy is sound. Any relaxation of that policy
is dangerous and DOD should position itself to oppose any
deviation., Therefore, the DOD position (and I don't see why
itdoesn't include DCI, etc.) must include these elements:

a, Current guidelines must be maintained.

b. NASA may discuss an earth resources satel-
lite program, but every program proposal
and approval must conform to guidelines,

c¢. NASA may conduct aircraft programs to
whatever extent desired permissively.

d. To provide a basis for future policy deci-
sion extensive use of TK material may be

nade.

e. With approval of USIB, or additional funding,
specific TK coverage can be obtained (Hx
could cover U.S.).

f. 1In overlap with aircraft progre®s, TK
material may be declassified or used for

charts, etc.

6. The plans and policy statements in the paper generally
do these things but it seems they could be simpler and restricted
to the points which directly affect national security without
including points that relate to NASA execution or justification.
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